
SUMMARY

IMPACT: HOW DOES THE PROJECT CONTRIBUTE TO ITS SITE, NEIGHBOURHOOD AND COMMUNITY?

We approached the Tower Renewal project at Teesdale Place as an opportunity to improve connections 

between residents, their home, and the surrounding natural and built environment.

DESIGN: HOW DOES THE PROJECT DEMONSTRATE INNOVATION & CREATIVITY?

New over-cladding and mechanical upgrades increase the building’s energy efficiency, as well as resident 

thermal comfort. Additionally, the cladding design provides residents with a unique identifier for their 

home. A vertical band of aluminum panels, in a bright green colour selected by residents, both marks the 

tower and visually unites it with its park context. 

New large picture windows with a double-hung operable portion allow residents to have a variety of 

natural ventilation options, and to better enjoy views of the landscape beyond. New balcony guards and 

brightly-coloured cladding materials also improve views and daylighting at balconies and within units.

SUSTAINABILITY: DESCRIBE THE PROJECT STRATEGIES THAT WERE INCORPORATED TO REDUCE THE NEGATIVE IMPACT OF 

THE BUILDING ON THE ENVIRONMENT?

The renovations at Teesdale Place address sustainability holistically – improving dignity, energy efficiency, 

and comfort and agency for residents, all together.

USE & SIGNIFICANCE: HOW DOES THIS PROJECT CREATE A NEW BENCHMARK OF EXCELLENCE IN EIFS CONSTRUCTION?

The EIFS over-cladding rehabilitation incorporates the installation of a moisture barrier material on the 

exterior of the existing walls. This type of application allows the existing brick and concrete of the building 

to be separated from the exterior wetting environment but still able to dry as the moisture barrier will be 

vapour permeable. Through-wall flashing was implemented at each floor level. Flashings are at protected 

locations in the assembly and are expected to be functional over the design life of the system. 

The installation of additional insulation on the exterior of the existing wall system will reduce incidences 

of freeze/thaw cycling of the brick and concrete. Combined with the over-cladding material, the potential 

for spalling of the brick masonry and concrete and deterioration will be substantially reduced. Additionally, 

the increased insulation will reduce heating/cooling energy demands.

Rains-screen claddings, typically, require less maintenance relative to face-sealed or mass-wall claddings. 

All windows were replaced and integrated into the respective over-cladding material. This allows for a 

direct tie-in of the moisture barriers to improve the water penetration resistance of the whole envelope.

TECHNICAL EXCELLENCE: HOW DOES THE PROJECT DEMONSTRATE TECHNICAL EXCELLENCE AND GOOD  

BUILDING SCIENCE PRINCIPLES?

The project’s sheer size and operation in an occupied building created a unique set of challenges. There 

were some design challenges with the position of the windows and the reduction in the available amount 

of glass surface area and natural daylighting that had to be adjusted. This was driven and iterated with 

the thickness of the exterior insulation to provide an overall R-value that meet the project requirements 

(effective R-20) and did not create conflicts with OBC constraints. 
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