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GENERAL PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Southeast Collegiate (SEC) is a private 
high school whose mission is to provide sound academic standards and 
other educational opportunities for Indigenous high school students. The 
students who are accepted to Southeast Collegiate move to Winnipeg from 
their home communities to live in a lodge building on the school campus. 
SEC is composed of two portions, the two-storey concrete school, and the 
3-storey wood framed residence. 

IMPACT: How does the project contribute to the site, neighborhood 
and community? The atmosphere of community present amongst the 
students and staff inspired a combination of traditionally public spaces 
such as hallways and stair cases with the cafeteria and common room to 
form a grand hall where activities such as gathering, eating, and visiting are 
combined. The inclusion of circulation space into the gathering space not 
only saves space in a budget-conscious project, it also creates visual and 
acoustic connections with the more private areas in the building, reinforcing 
a sense of community. The site design for Southeast Collegiate is inspired 
by the landscape of Northern Manitoba. It incorporates pockets of mixed 
forest with native trees such as birch, pine, and tamarack. Pathways flow 
through the forest connecting students and staff with the Elders residing in 
the adjacent personal care home. The rear courtyard includes a ceremonial 
fire pit as well as a bonfire area with a variety of seating options for students 
to gather together. 

DESIGN: How does the project demonstrate innovation & creativity? 
The residence block connects with the public spaces of the school through 

careful planning of openable zones in order to promote new ways of using 
school infrastructure during evenings and weekends. For example, the 
common room portion of the grand hall is a link between the residence 
block and the gymnasium while a special display-case-stair acts as a physical 
yet transparent boundary for classrooms, administration, and cafeteria.

SUSTAINABILITY: Describe the project strategies that were incorporated 
to reduce the negative impact of the building on the environment? The 
building is designed to exceed the Manitoba Energy Code for Buildings by 
taking a no-nonsense approach to selecting efficient features. The building 
systems are based on fast-payback and long-term operating costs so that 
SEC realizes energy savings while moving into a new facility with higher 
indoor air quality and occupant comfort. The project features water efficient 
landscaping; low-flow toilets, sinks and urinals; materials with high recycled-
content; as well as low-emitting materials throughout. Energy conservation 
was achieved with a high-efficiency chiller, 90% efficiency on ventilation 
heat recovery, and automatic building controls. The school operates almost 
exclusively on high-efficiency LED fixtures throughout the interior and 
exterior, with occupancy sensors which further reduces the energy usage. 

USE & SIGNIFICANCE: How does this project create a new benchmark 
of excellence in EIFS construction? Within the project, the EIFS system, 
composed of Moulded Polystyrene Board Insulation with applied acrylic 
coating, was used to create a 3-dimensional façade along the South 
Elevation of the Lodge Building, demonstrating the versatile and unique 
possibilities of the building assembly. Our team performed multiple studies 
to understand the effects of the impressions around each south facing 
window, as well as, the specific pattern to create an overall expression. 

TECHNICAL EXCELLENCE: How does the project demonstrate technical 
excellence and good building science principles? Our team collaborated 
with individuals from the construction industry during the production of 
the construction documents, to ensure that details were current and 
employing industry best practice. The installers maintained a high quality of 
workmanship, as demonstrated in precision of the angular cuts and edges, 
featuring the unlimited potential of the EIFS system. 



Image: Front view of the School and Lodge (Residence).



Image: Birdseye view of the School and Lodge (Residence).



Image: South Elevation of the Lodge (Residence).



Image: Building Signage Mounted to the EIFS  System.



Image: Angular Cuts in the EIFS System Around the Windows.



Image: Courtyard with Fire Pit


